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Trashed / video discussion questions 
 

Part 1 
 

1. How many landfills are in the U.S.?            

2. Where was the first sanitary landfill in the U.S.?         

3. What is leachate?             

4. Why is trash being imported into areas where it is not produced?       

              

5. What are people smuggling via imported trash?         

6. Where is Toronto, Canada burying its garbage?         

 
Part 2 

 
7. Why might a garbage company be concerned with reducing the amount of garbage produced?  

              

8. What is a reason for cities not to recycle?          

9. How can reusing materials help property owners become wealthy?      

              

10. What is now a significant issue for our society?         

11. Why do we throw TVs away, rather than fix them?        

              

12. About how many landfills in the U.S. are currently harvesting methane for fuel?     

 
Part 3 

 
13. How many tons of waste are thrown away by New Yorkers every week?      

14. How are some people in NYC sustaining their food intake without spending money?   

              

Could you do this?  Why / why not?          

              

15. Explain how the following diagram drives our economy and way of 

life:          
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16. How do we contribute to this phenomenon?         

              

 

Part 4 
 

17. Less that   % of the plastics in the U.S. are recycled 

18. What is the North Pacific Gyre?           

19. The North Pacific Gyre has      more plastic than marine life.   

20. How is the presence of plastic harming wildlife in this area?       

              

 
10 points extra credit (all or nothing) –  
 

1) Look up the word obsolescence in the dictionary.   

 
2) Write the exact definition here:          

             

             

              

 
3) What does it mean for something to be “built in”?       

             

             

              

 
4) What does the phrase “built-in obsolescence” mean?       

             

             

             

              

 
5) How does this relate to the cycle of consumption and waste?      
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Answers: 
 

1. 10,000 
2. Fresno, California 
3. Water that touches refuse 
4. Cheaper to bury in certain areas 
5. Medical waste and drugs 
6. Michigan 
7. Waste isn’t sustainable = bad for long-term business growth 
8. More expensive to recycle than to send waste to the landfill 
9. Money saved in restoring real estate = money in the pocket 
10. Electronics recycling (“E-waste”) 
11. It is less expensive to discard it, and there are now very few people who can repair broken 

appliances 
12. 300 
13. 50,000 tons 
14. Collect and eat food discarded by grocery stores 
15. Our consumption drives production.   
16. Our method of waste disposal drives production AND consumption. 
17. 4% 
18. Rotating mass of water, 2x size of U.S 
19. 6x  
20. Animals are eating plastic instead of food 


